
Common App Essay Rubric  
 

 Exceeds Expectations Meets Expectations Below Expectations 

Content:  
-Fully answers 1 of 
the 7 Common App 
questions (listed on 
page 2 of the 
directions) 

 
 

10 

 
 
8 

 
 
5 

Length:  
-Multiple paragraphs 
-250-650 words total 

 
5 

 
3 

 
1 

G.U.M.:  
-Minimal grammar & 
typing errors 
-Typed, 
double-spaced, Times 
12 font 

 
 
5 

 
 
3 

 
 
1 

Aesthetics: 
-Exhibits time, 
thought, and care 

 
5 

 
3 

 
1 

TOTAL                             /25 
 


